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ÅWorld Hepatitis Alliance ðfocus on global policy, awareness, 

and capacity building - helping patient organisations work with 

national governments to develop strategies for 

hepatitis B and C.

ÅHepatitis Atlas Project ðmapping:

ÅNational policy & programming

ÅDisease prevalence & burden

ÅWork by patient groups

ÅExamples of best practice

ÅWorld Hepatitis Day activity



Policy & Programming

ÅBefore 2009: viral hepatitis not seen as a global health issue nor 

addressed globally 

ÅAlliance & WHO survey of hepatitis policy in the193 Member 

States published May 2010 ðavailable online at: 
www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/en/Policy/2010PolicyReport
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Å2010 World Health Assembly: viral hepatitis 

resolution adopted

ÅGlobal viral hepatitis strategy now being 

developed ðbeginnings of a unified global 

approach

http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/en/Policy/2010PolicyReport.aspx
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/en/Policy/2010PolicyReport.aspx


Viral Hepatitis: Global Policy - content
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Surveyed baseline data & examples of: 

ÅExisting policies and strategies 

ÅPublic awareness & education campaigns

ÅDisease surveillance

ÅTesting & treatment provision

ÅWork with civil society & international 

organisations

ÅNeed for WHO technical assistance



Responding countries
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Å135 WHO member states provided data (70%)

ÅIncludes at least half of countries in every WHO region 

and in every income group

Response received

No response / not a 

WHO member state



National Policy
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ÅVast majority of governments now consider viral 

hepatitis an urgent public health issue (80%)

Å70% report having a national strategy & national goals 

for prevention and control of viral hepatitis:

ÅSome excellent practice but huge variation

ÅMany ôstrategiesõ more a series of disconnected 

programmes

ÅGoals to reduce prevalence/ incidence, yet 

more than 1 in 3 countries have no 

prevalence data available


