
 

BC PERSONS WITH AIDS SOCIETY

Prison Outreach Program



What We Do

VSupport to Federal and Provincial 

HIV/HCV+ prisoners throughout BC. 

VHIV/HCV treatment information

VHarm reduction education/counselling

VAdvocacy and release planning

VCommunity, not Corrections driven 

intervention



Prison Outreach Visits

VEach month, POP conducts outreach visits 

to Institutions and provide support for 

HIV/HCV+ prisoners

VOutreach visits one-on-one and group

VToll free phone line access for prisoners



Recidivism factor

VAverage length of stay in BC Corrections is 

17 days (slightly longer for females)

VHigh percentage of repeat clients

VIncarceration as a harm reduction tool

VHealth ñrespiteò for the most marginalized



Prevention actions

VEducation aimed at general prison population

VHarm reduction as prevention

VMaintaining harm reduction tools on units

VPeer groups for education dissemination 

VHCV treatment issues ïmyths debunked



Educational Workshops

VHIV/HCV related topics:

VCurrent treatment information

VHarm reduction methods

VSafer tattooing 

VCommunity resources after release



Prison Advocacy

V Advocacy for inmates:

VAccess to adequate health care

VHarm reduction materials

VHealth care related grievances

VPre-release help with welfare/disability 

claims,  housing, and support services



Breaking the Cycle 
HIV, IDU and Prison Recidivism 


